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Thank you for choosing Pawtraits by Nicole
to capture the unique personality of your best friend.  Please take a few minutes to read through this brochure 
for lots of important information regarding our upcoming session.  We will touch base a few days prior to our 
session to go over last minute details.  In the meantime if you have questions, please don’t hesitate to contact 
me.

What is a session like?

A photography session 
is both relaxing and 
fun!  We will be 
moving around from 
place to place to 
capture a variety of 

textures, scenery and light.  I often change my mind 
a bit when setting up a shot, so please bear with me.  
I want to make sure that the lights is at it’s best, and 
often the best way to do that is just to move around.  
The session is not stiff and formal, so I don’t expect 
your dog to sit for an extended period of time.  
Activity, sniffing, and drooling is actually 
encouraged!

Where Should we Shoot?

We can hold a session just about anywhere, provided  
that it is animal friendly and safe for everyone.  I 
have a variety of regular locations from the graffitied   
walls in the Art District downtown to various parks, 
but I’m always open to trying new locations.  Take a 
few minutes to think of what you are looking for in 

your session.  Do you want your dog working, 
playing or posing /action shots or portraits?  Natural 
setting or urban?

How Long will our Session Last?

Our session will last as long as is needed in order to 
create a nice variety of images showcasing your pet.  
Generally a session will last approximately 90 
minutes, but I request that you  allow up to two 
hours, just in case we need it.

Scheduling and 
Weather?

We will try our best to 
hold our session at the 
agreed upon date and 
time, however 
sometimes Mother 
Nature has other plans.  

If it is crazy windy, or very dark and rainy  we will 
certainly reschedule for a later date.  However, if it’s 
just overcast then we will continue with the session 
as planned.  The soft light produced from the clouds 
actually helps create beautiful soft lighting.

Session Guide
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Session Specifics...
Dogs:
If we are doing portraits, it is extremely important to exercise your dog 
prior to our session.  A tired dog is a well behaved dog.  

I will bring a few stinky yummy treats with me to the session, but if your 
dog is picky or has allergies, please bring treats as well.  The treats 
should be pretty tiny.  Think dime size pieces for a large dog and eraser 
size pieces for a small dog.

If we are photographing your dog working or playing, please do NOT 
exercise your dog prior to our session.  We will want your dog to be ready for whatever activity we are 
planning.

If your dog has any favorite toys, please bring them to the session.

A simple collar with a leash attached is best for an outdoor session.  Leashes will be edited out of the final 
image, unless it is necessary for a particular photo to make sense.  Harnesses will not be edited out of images.

Your dog should be fairly clean or recently groomed, but you don’t have to go crazy getting every loose hair 
and speck of dirt off of them.  



3

What to Wear
The focus of the session is on your pet, but your clothing is important 
too.  It should be true to your style and something that you feel great 
in.  The secret to a great wardrobe selection is to have a coordinated 
look, but not a matchy-matchy look.  This isn’t nearly as difficult as 
you may think, simply think of the items for anyone involved in the 
session as if you were creating an outfit for one person.  A handy trick 
is to pick out a patterned piece for one person, then use the colors 
found in that piece to select the clothing for the other person.

Wardrobe Tips
Layers: Layers add interest, regardless of the temperature.  Think hats, belts, vests, jewelry, ties, layered shirts, 
scarves and jackets in winter.

Texture/Pattern: Textures photograph beautifully. Patterns, when used in moderation also work well.

Color:  Don’t feel compelled to stick solely with neutrals.  While everyone should be working from one color 
palette, feel free to add a splash of color.  

Avoid:  Please be aware that lots of white, black or hot pink/magenta do no photograph well.  Do not choose 
hats that create strong shadows on faces, such as a baseball hat.  Transition glasses can be problematic as they 
turn into sunglasses outside.

Think fun, colorful, comfortable and and stylish!


